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G UNNIKRISHNAN n Chennai

Ishan Kishan and South Zone
skipper Tilak Varma underlined
their red ball chops with 80 and
99 respectively, but former’s half-
century has more contextual
value as it placed East Zone firmly
on course for a Duleep Trophy
triumph on the fourth day of the
final here on Wednesday.

Tilak’s 211-ball knock lifted South
to 336 all out in their first innings
but still remained 372 runs adrift
of East’s first dig total of 708. 

In their second innings, East
moved to 212 for five at close, for
an overall lead of 584 runs. Kumar
Kushagra (34) and Kounain
Quraishi (26) were batting at close
and have raised 52 runs for the
unbroken sixth wicket.

But those team numbers now
carry a mere academic signifi-
cance as East already have their

hands around this season’s
Duleep Trophy, courtesy that irre-
versibly massive first-innings lead.
However, with a couple of impor-
tant Test assignments coming
up - away against New Zealand
and subsequently at home
against Australia - the selectors
now have two solid options to
mull over in front of them. Kishan,
who made an expansive 270 in
the first innings here, was com-
fortable from ball one in the
ensuing essay as well during his
98-ball knock.

The left-hander started his run-
making with a six off off-spinner
Tripurana Vijay over mid-wicket
and never really took his feet off
the pedal. Kishan went after
Vijay again towards the backend
of his innings, hammering him
for 4, 6, 6, 4 in successive balls in
the 26th over.

Moments before that DRS saved

Kishan, who added 146 runs for
the third wicket with Shikhar
Mohan, from a leg-before decision
after on-field umpire Rohan Pandit
upheld leg-spinner Shreyas
Gopal’s appeal.

East took tea at 95 for two,
having swelled the lead by 
467 runs. 

But the 20-minute break
seemed to have affected Kishan’s
rhythm as he soon got out,
lofting pacer MD Nidheesh to
Devdutt Padikkal inside the 
leg-side circle. 

The motley Chepauk crowd
hence could not see another
Kishan hundred and they also
had to endure the disappoint-
ment of Vaibhav Sooryavanshi’s
early dismissal. 

After DRS saved him from
Vijay’s leg before appeal on 6,
Sooryavanshi could not build
something bigger ,  gett ing

stumped off the same bowler by
Narayan Jagadeesan. 

Much before that, the audi-
ence also could not see a three-
figure knock from Tilak, who
resumed from overnight 56. 

His innings helped South,
overnight 242 for six, to go past
the 300-run mark, but the left-
hander will rue missing a second
consecutive ton after making
one in the semifinal last week at
Bengaluru.

The Hyderabad batter did not
let go his defence-first approach
even when wickets began to
tumble at  the other  end.
Eventually, his first attempt to hit
out resulted in a return catch to
off-spinner Quraishi.

But later in the day, another
Hyderabad player had his best
outing in recent times.

Mohammed Siraj had looked a
distant shadow of his intense self

since the tour to Sri Lanka, often
bowling with a shorter run-up
and reduced speed. He struggled
to summon the steely self in
humid conditions when the 36-
year-old  East  Zone quick
Mohammed Shami made the
new and old ball talk even while
bowling well within himself.

But in East Zone’s second
innings here, Siraj looked to
have regained some of his famil-
iar sharpness. The increased nip,
accuracy and corrected length
meant that Siraj remained a
threat to batters’ edge. 

He was eventually rewarded
when East  Zone opener
Abhimanyu Easwaran tamely
guided a delivery to Padikkal 
at slip.

However, those were tiny glit-
tering nuggets without making
any significant alteration to the
match’s course.     (PTI )

G UNNIKRISHNAN n Chennai

The ongoing Duleep Trophy
might not have panned out in
his favour, but South Zone
captain Tilak Varma has set a
new goal for himself --
winning the upcoming three-
match T20I series against
Afghanistan. 

East Zone has built an
overall lead of 584 runs to all
but clinch the domestic
season opener here, but Tilak,

India’s T20I vice-captain,
found some solace in an
immediate chance to redeem
himself. “Yeah, the (personal)
form has been really good.
But at the same point, it’s a
different format (against
Afghanistan). So, I should
change my gears again. I’m
pretty confident about it,”
Tilak said after the fourth
day of the Duleep Trophy
final. 

“My goal now is to win the

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA n Dubai

Seven-time champions India will start
as overwhelming favourites when they
face a gritty Bangladesh side in the first
semifinal of the Women’s Asia Cup here
on Thursday — a high-stakes clash
defined by intense on-field rivalry and
underlying political subtext.

Diplomatic relations between New
Delhi and Dhaka have experienced a
strain following political transitions in
Bangladesh, and broader tensions
between the two neighbours in the
past have often spilled over into the
cricket field, and the trend is likely to
continue.

Indian men’s team’s tour of
Bangladesh has been postponed on
multiple occasions  due to prevailing
political tension. As far as cricket is con-
cerned, Harman preet Kaur’s side have
been in imperious form throughout the
continental tournament, topping Group
A after winning all their matches, and
they are heavily favoured to march one
step closer to another continental title
triumph.

India’s campaign so far in the tour-

nament has been highlighted by dom-
inant displays, none more so than
their clinical group-stage thrashing of
traditional rivals Pakistan, whom they
skittled for just 55 before romping to
a seven-wicket victory. 

India’s batting unit wears a formi-
dable look. The incredible Smriti

Mandhana enters this crucial fixture
riding high on confidence after her
exploits earlier in the tournament,
highlighted by a belligerent 64-ball
124 against Hong Kong that further
cemented her status as one of the
g a m e ’ s  p r e m i e r  m o d e r n - d a y
batters. 

DULEEP TROPHY FINAL: EAST ZONE INCH CLOSER TO TITLE

I should change gears now as my goal now
is to win Afghanistan series: TilakVerma

Asia Cup: India start favourites in high

stakes semifinal against Bangladesh

Afghanistan series. So I’ll
be going with the same
confidence and let’s see
how it goes,” he added. 

India will start their cam-
paign against Afghanistan
with the first T20I at New
Delhi on September 13. 
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